The Spring in Review


An incredible ending to an incredible year.  Three State Champions this spring, nine this year.  If there was such a zodiac sign, clearly this would be the “Year of the Hawks”!

Tonight we are proud to bask in the many successes of these student athletes.  From the 65 “Scholar-Athletes” – those who played at least two sports this year and were listed on either Honor or High Honor Roll every single quarter, to the school-record 12 seniors who played a sport every single season of their high school career, to the 32 seniors who chose to finish their high school year playing a sport, and to everyone who shared in our success, this night is for you.  Thank you all for being such an important part of our athletic program and school, and to our graduating seniors you have certainly left a legacy here at HHS.





Mr. Meserve
JV Softball
Captains: Katie Collins, Mady Secore, Abby Simpson
Playing a mix of D-II and III schools, the team finished 9-3, outscoring opponents 174-85.  Abby Simpson led the team in on-base percentage at .755, followed closely by Mia Richter, Lauren Martel, and Maddie Carmichael, who also caught every inning of every game. Pitchers Jordyn Barrett and Gina Simpkins surrendered less than 3 walks or hit batters per game. By contrast, our batters’ patience at the plate (and a willingness to take some lumps) netted us some 14 free bases per game.

Given the big variation in our opponents, perhaps the best measure of growth came in the rematches we played against D-II schools. A run-saving catch by Livvie Bradfield and a timely hit by Maurgan McGrath helped us avenge an earlier one-run loss at John Stark. And after needing a late rally to beat Kearsarge the first time we met, the Hawks dominated the return engagement, ending the season on a well-deserved high note.  

Coach: Ari Richter

JV Girls Lacrosse
Captains: Lily Butcher & Talia Despres
The team had a successful year starting with 18 girls on the roster. This was a fantastic number considering the size or our high school and most of our opponents had just enough to field a team. The girls finished the season with a 9-2 record, losing only to St. Paul's and Lebanon. They posted 85 goals for and 46 goals against. There were many highlights to the season, like exchange student, Milena Bedke, playing for the first time and improving so much and learning to love the sport.  Another highlight was defeating Plymouth, as they only had 2 official JV players and the rest came down from varsity to fill their team. It was a great year to be part of the girl’s lacrosse program.
                        Coach Mike Zahn
JV Baseball
Captains: None
At the beginning of the season, the goal for the JV baseball team was clear; focus on being better. With this in mind, every player on the team committed to improve day-in and day-out and pushed his teammates to improve as well.  
                As the season wore on it became clear that this team possessed one of the key traits necessary to be successful, the drive to compete. While they did not always come out on top, the team’s mental toughness and will to win shone through. Whether the game called for the team to score 20 runs or 2, every player rose to the occasion and gave everything he had to get the job done. An opposing coach put it best after a game when he said, “your guys just kept their foot on the gas the whole game, they never let up.” This level of competitiveness is something that each of the players should be very proud of, and should let all fans of Hopkinton baseball know that the future is very bright.

-Coaches Justin Bedard and Liam McNicholas
JV Boys Lacrosse
Capts- Garrett Fitzgerald, Ethan Molnar, Eric Ball, Vincent Waddell

The team fielded more players than ever before (15) – thanks in part to our town’s excellent and ever-growing youth program.  This particular team, with their talent, character and spirit, certainly bodes well for next year’s varsity chances at yet another championship. Our record of 5-3, while impressive, does not tell the whole story.  Except for a game against St. Paul’s team our losses were by a margin of 1 or 2 goals, and our players shared game time equally regardless of talent, experience, or the score.  High points of the season were beating a big Pelham team after varsity’s only loss in recent memory, and a great come-back in the second half at Milford; although we still came up short, the perseverance after a very rough start displayed the true grit that is Hopkinton Lacrosse. Another great aspect of the year was how many players had the opportunity to play up in varsity games, such as against a tough Monadnock team. Due to injuries and absence, some played the whole varsity game and took part in a very exciting come-from-behind OT win.  Many of these players will be the backbone of what will surely be another great varsity season next year.  Go Hawks!

-Coach Richard Ridinger
Track & Field
Capts – Megan Ellsworth, Emma Rothe, Danny Miner, Shepyrd Murdough
It seems every spring we are always dealing with the weather, and this spring was no different, as rain was always in the forecast for our meets.  Both the boys and girls teams were strong despite Mother Nature.  The girls won a few meets with their strength in number on the distance side.  Anchored by the Stockwell sisters Sydney and Cailey,  both the 4x800 relay, along with Cate Westbrook, and Anna O’Reilly, and the 4x400 relays along with Megan Ellsworth and Anna O’Reilly, did very well at the Division 3 Championships, with the 4x800 finishing 2nd, and the 4x400 finish 4th.  Jess Carney also did very well this season finishing 3rd in the javelin at the D3 meet, qualifying for the meet of Champions along with the 4x800 team.   There were several other qualifiers to the D3 Championships as well on both the boys and girls side.  The girls scored enough points to place 12th in the division.  We are losing four seniors this year, and although they will be missed, the future continues to look strong with the incoming freshman class next year.  
-Coaches Rob Rothe and Matt Christie
Varsity Baseball
Captains: Larsen Burack, and Caleb Yianakopolos
How about those Hawks?  Not only did they return to Div. 3 this year, but played 13 games against the top 14 teams and 9 of the top pitchers in the division.  Improving week by week the Hawks finished with a 13-4 record and the 4th seed in the tournament.    As a team they played inspired baseball and reached the championship game against the defending state champs, White Mountains. Unfortunately, the game didn’t turn out the way we had hoped, losing 7-4.  
The team had many individual accomplishments:  Sam Crawford and Caleb Yianakopolos were both named 1st team all-state.  Larsen Burack 2nd team, and Colby Marshall, Kevin Newton-Delgado and Mike Baer 3rd team.  While we will be sad to not have Caleb and Larsen back next year, the future looks promising as we will return 15 players off the playoff roster. 
Finally, Caleb was picked to represent the Hawks in the Twin State Senior Game on June 23rd  at 10am vs Vermont in White River Jct.  
Coach David Chase, Asst. Erik Mostue

Boys Lacrosse
Capts: Paul Molnar, Corey Breault, Carter Haley, Colby Quiet
The team finished the season with an unprecedented 3rd straight Div. III Championship.  It seemed that every team was ready to play us tough throughout the season, but we worked hard to continue evolving and improve our skills and team play.  We suffered our only loss of the past three seasons against top seeded Pelham, but found redemption in our dominant 15-5 finals victory.  We as a town should be proud of the team for having such poise, dedication and perseverance.

    This year brought us even more distinction in the all-state selections, with Benny Madden, Thayer Maughan, Steven Newton-Delgado, Paul Molnar and Colby Quiet receiving 1st-team honors, and Kiernan Byrne, Joe Sawitsky, Corey Breault and Allan Faulkner making 2nd-team.  Colby Quiet was named Offensive Player of the Year for all of Div. III. It is my firm opinion that the recognition allotted to us has a lot to do with the respect we give, and in turn receive.  We have a great group in our 13 seniors and I know they will find success in their adult lives and continue to support their communities.  Go Hawks!

-Coach Deacon Blue
Varsity Softball
Captains: Megan Blanchette, Lauren Secore, Clara Walling

It took a quarter of a century, but the Hopkinton softball team are State Champions once again!  There truly was a sense of “team” this year, as, despite their youth, the team really gelled.  With 3 freshmen in the infield, the team jumped out to a 9-0 start to the season, but some tougher competition and injuries took their toll, and the Hawks went 3-4 the rest of the way, finishing the regular season with a 12-4 record and the 7th seed.  Still, the team had a feeling that they could play with anyone.

In the playoffs, the Hawks first outlasted a tough Gilford team, then shocked #2 Mascenic and the Gatorade Pitcher of the Year in extra innings to achieve their dream of a Final Four trip to Plymouth State. They weren’t done though, as the team dominated both Belmont and Campbell, shutting each out, to win the Championship.  In the final three games, the team and pitcher Megan Kimball-Rhines allowed a combined total of one unearned run.  Of the 66 outs needed to win those three games, MKR struck out 16 and the Hawk defense did the rest, with only two errors.  It was a true definition of a team victory.

Congratulation to our seniors Maddy Bishop, Maddy McCluskey, Lauren Secore, Clara Walling, and Angelica Pasquali for being part of an amazing ride. We did it!!!!

-Coach Dan Meserve, Asst. Dan Blanchette

Girls Lacrosse

Captains – Amelia Bassett and Ellie Morrall
There were some significant milestones during this lacrosse season.  This proved to be the best in the Hopkinton Girls Lacrosse program history, not only with 33 girls coming out for the sport in March, but also finishing the season at a perfect 17-0 and winning the first ever State Championship!  

In addition, new school career records were set by Ellie Morrall with 151 Draw Controls, Lyndon Flanagan with 161 assists (and 210 career goals), and  Amelia Bassett with 280 career goals.  The team also had 4 players named to the NH All State Team – Amelia Thomas (2nd time), Ellie Morrall (2nd time), Lyndon Flanagan (3rd time) and Amelia Bassett (3rd time).

The final turned out to be a huge challenge. The girls showed true resiliency and determination in playing man down for 8 minutes of the first half and then went 2 players down for the remainder of the game.  For over 20 minutes of the game, our girls played 5 v 7 in both ends of the field!  The countless number of exceptional plays by each and every player is too long to list, but I think it showed that no team is ever out when they work hard, work together and never quit!

To win the title like that is certainly something these girls can be proud of for the rest of their lives, and we hope all future teams will remember it as an example to never give up. 

-Coaches:  Tim Bassett & Mike Zahn
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